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= Time, Talent & Treasure

¢ fﬁ%\,’,ﬁg Stewardship Thought for the Week

Living Stewardship ~ Pillar of Hospitality: This Christmas,
be at service to those in need. Invite a lonely friend or
family member over for Christmas dinner. Perhaps, also,
after Christmas dinner you can assist family and friends

in cleaning up. /

’ 7’ ’ 7/ s’
Sacrificial Giving
Thank you to all who so generously give to the support of our parish.
You are returning to God what God has so generously given to you.

December 16/17
Stewardship Envelope
Collected at Mass $7,230.. .0 189
Mailed Envelopes $5,760.......ccnnunn.. 85
Total Collection $12,990 274
Reading for Next Sunday For the week o
: December 24"
Forth dunday of Wdvent :
é Altar Bread & Wine
- = s in Memory of
First Reading.........Sm 7:1-5,8-12,14,16 :
: Anthony
Second Reading.................Rom 16:25-27 : Pillittier
Gospel........cccoeeeevivnncnn.... LK1:26-38
Parish Office

Monday Through Thursday ~ 9:00 “" — 5:00°" Friday 9"-1""

(631)732-3131
81 COLLEGE ROAD + SELDEN + NY 11784-2813

PARISH MEMBERSHIP: We welcome all new parishioners! We ask
them to register at the Parish Center and encourage the use of weekly
envelopes. If you are moving, please notify the office.

MARRIAGES: Couples should make arrangements in person at least
one year in advance for required interview. At least one of the parties
must live within the parish boundaries or be a registered member of the
parish. Please call the Parish Center for an appointment. No dates will be
set over the telephone.

BAPTISMS: Ideally, prospective parents should call the Parish Center
before the expected birth to discuss the arrangements for your baptism.
The ceremony is held the 1 and 3™ Sunday of the month.

FAITH FORMATION OFFICE ~ Parish Center:

Monday - Thursday: 9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.; Call for appointment - x131.
PARISH OUTREACH MINISTRY ~ Parish Center:

Tues., Thurs. ~ 10 am —1 pm. Or call for appointment - x119.

0000000000000 00000000000000000000

Masses for the Week

Monday - December 25™
8am
Harry, Bobby & Robert Aretakis
Natalie Nizza
10™™
Edmund Zorn
Arthur Klaus
12r
William Hohnhorst
Mastando, Pulotti & Rai Families
Tuesday —-December 26"
Joseph Cerabone

Wednesday - December 27"
Cathy Rafter

Thursday - December 28"
Joseph Riccobono

Friday - December 29"
Michael & Lorraine LoGrande

Saturday - December 30™
5Pm
Anthony Pillittier
Kimberlynn Bertolino

Sunday December 31
gam
Michael Fusco
Joel Zabbara
10 am
Norman Gottfried
Matthew Tuccitto
12Pm
All St. Margaret’s Parishioner

For all our parishioners suffering from % {{$
chronic illness, as well as %

Jim Rojas, Patricia Fiscina, Marilyn

Vacchio, Joseph Dulovic, Joseph Laria, Terry
Persina, Lauren Esposito, Sebastian Williams,
Estelle Beauchamp, Alyssa Baisch, Jillian Brown,
Virginia Butler, Robert J. Heege, Eric Cohen,
Kathleen Weiss, Lorraine Vogel, Steven Vacchio,
Laura Durant, Joseph De Aguiar, Sal Restivo,
Robert Valletta, Joseph Kiely, Sharon & Ray Klyn,
Warne Family, Michael C. Liotta, Anne Logan,
Christine Mc Cusker, Dominic Percoco, Laura
Positano, De Santis Family, Patricia Wowk,
Natasha Roucoulet, John Roucoulet, John Reynolds,
Scott Spencer, Marie & Tony Caruana, Veronica
Sheridan Cox, Wendiann & Nicholas Alfieri, James
& Catherine Reynolds, Jennifer, Elizabeth
Robitaille, Melanie Seibel, Christina Muller, Dina
Rajotte, Ethel Naso, Valarie and Victor Aurigue,
Diana Lyons, James DeVivo, Logan Baar, Fred
Detweiler, Babies Aubrey & Grayson, Linda
Pennisi, Jennifer Colon,Peter RodriguesJessica
Shaffer.
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The following meditation on the Christmas Mystery is offered by Msgr. Batule, with his compli-
ments, for the Parishioners of Saint Margaret.

It’s hard to argue against technological advancement when a certain surgery adds fifteen
years to the life of a loved one. It’s hard to argue against the information age when a computer al-
lows you to down-load data from a library in Vienna on to your p.c. in a matter of several minutes.
But there is a down-side to technological advancement and the information age. Technological ad-
vancement and the information age have weakened our capacity to wonder.

The philosopher Sam Keen once wrote that wonder is the basis for all philosophy. In order to
get at the meaning of life, he wrote, you must wonder.

What the philosophers call wondering about the curiosities of life, Christians call beholding
the mysteries of life. Along with the Resurrection of Jesus from the dead, Christians most wonder
about the Incarnation. How is it that a Divine Person took on flesh and became like us in all things
but sin?

We call Christmas a mystery because the birth of Jesus Christ is unlike any other birth. Jesus
was born to a married woman who never at any time had sexual relations with her husband. The
Holy Spirit had come upon Mary and overshadowed her (cf. Lk 1:35), thereby conceiving the
Child. Without the seed of man, the Child grew in His mother’s womb until such time that a son
was born. (cf. Matt 1:25)

I must confess that it is getting harder and harder in our culture to find the image of the
Madonna and Child. Some devout Christians who send Christmas cards still use this image but ad-
vertisers don’t. Advertisers and merchandisers don’t use the image of the Madonna and Child be-
cause it doesn’t sell.

Mystery doesn’t sell but neither can we rid ourselves of it completely. The greatest unsolved
mysteries are not the stories of a television show but the largely silent witness of those who love
unto death.

When Christ was born in Bethlehem, very few were there. The Madonna was there, of
course, and so was Joseph her just, industrious and chaste spouse. The shepherds were there, too.
(cf. Lk 2:16-17) But apart from these, only the angels witnessed this mysterious occurrence. (cf. Lk
2:15)

When Christ died on Calvary, very few were there again. According to the evangelist, the
mother of Jesus, along with her sister and two other Marys assembled at the foot of the Cross along
with the Beloved Apostle John. (cf. Jn 19:25) Before drawing His last breath, Jesus entrusted the
care of His mother to a new son, a son born of apostolic love. (cf. Jn 19:27)

As the Christ Child lay in the manger (cf. Lk 2:8), His tender flesh pressed against wood.
More than thirty years later, the flesh of the God-Man pressed against the wood of the Cross. The
Incarnation was an embrace of pain and suffering as well as delight and joy. The Incarnation is a
divine commitment to love unto death.

We are children of the manger and the Cross. We bubble with excitement over sacramental
marriages and sacramental ordinations. As memories of the ceremonies begin to fade, do we set
down our crosses? No, we take them up and follow in the footsteps of the Master. (cf. Mk 8:34) In
doing so, we do not so much save our lives as we lose them. (cf. Mk 8:35)
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Now here’s something that definitely won’t sell: losing your life. Not even the philosophers
can accept this. How can you find the meaning of your life if you lose your life? It doesn’t make
sense.

Pope Saint John Paul II called losing your life the law of the gift. In other words, you never
discover the true meaning of your life until you lose it in commitment. Christ is committed to us
in the Incarnation and the Cross. Both mysteries are grounded in love. Although not the only com-
mitments to Christ, sacramental marriage and sacramental ordination are public expressions of a
mysterious love unto death. In marriage, the flesh of husband and wife are joined together to pro-
ject into the world the redoubtable image of God. In ordination, a mere man is given the awesome
power to call down the flesh of the Son of God on an altar.

In his book The Rumor of Angels, Peter Berger writes that we have signals of transcendence
in our midst. The angels no doubt testified to the presence of the Divine on earth two thousand
years ago. Today, angels continue this great work but we can’t see them. We can see, however,
those committed human beings who love unto death. They are the signals of transcendence who
remind a skeptical world that Christmas is first, last and always a mystery.

If we can give thanks for a flesh that is destroyed, surely then we can give thanks today for
a flesh that is brand new. In this Eucharist, immolated flesh becomes life-giving flesh. The Incar-
nation of Jesus made Him subject to death. But God has conquered death through the
Resurrection. The love we celebrate today is not just a love unto death but a love through death
and unto everlasting life

Merry Christmas!

Msgr. Batule

Christmas Schedule 2023
Confessions
Wednesday, December 20th
5:00 PM—7:00 PM
Christmas Masses

New Years Schedule

New Year’s Eve Schedule

Sunday, December 31st

Sunday, December 24th 5-00PM
4:00PM
12:00 Midnight New Year’s Day Schedule
Monday, December 25th
8:00 AM

10:00AM
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DIOCESE OF ROCKVILLE CENTRE
OFFICE OF THE BISHOP

Christmas 2023
To the People of God of the Diocese of Rockville Center:

Merry Christmas to you and your families!

In recent years at Christmas, | have meditated on the relationship between the Nativity of the
Prince of Peace and the Parable of the Good Samaritan.

I have been especially inspired by the Pope Francis’ analysis of the Parable of the Good Samaritan
in the second chapter of his 2020 encyclical Fretefli 7wtti. 1t is powerful and provocative, and I
would recommend it for your mental prayer.

The short phrase in the Christmas Gospel narrative in the second chapter of the Gospel of Luke
reads: ”She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger, because there was no
room for them in the inn.”

“No room for them in the inn.” No Good Samaritan stepped up to help the Holy Family. They
were ignored and treated perfunctorily and impatiently. Some passed them by. Some pretended
not to notice their plight.

Remember too that in the Parable of the Good Samaritan an “inn” is also mentioned. Luke 10
reads: “But a Good Samaritan while traveling came near him, and when he saw him, he was moved
with pity. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then
he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn and took care of him.*

The inn that the Holy Family approaches on the way to Bethlehem is a sign of rejection and indif-
ference.

The inn in the Parable of the Good Samaritan is a sign of the Good Samaritan’s compassion and
commitment to go the extra mile and to make sure that the wounded man is taken care of until he is
completely healed.

Contemporary literary criticism might very well emphasize that the use of “inn” by the Gospel
writer in both the Nativity in Luke 2 and the Parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10 is not by
accident.
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In a sense, the phrase “there was no room at the inn” in the Nativity foreshadows and connects
with the phrase in the Parable of the Good Samaritan describing the callous indifference of both
the priest and the Levite toward the wounded man on the side of the road: “He passed by on the
other side.”

As Pope Francis says in Fretelli 7utti: “Each day we have to decide whether to be Good Samari-
tans or indifferent bystanders.”

Our Lady, St. Joseph and the unborn Christ Child experienced the reality of people who decided to
be indifferent bystanders.

The Christmas Gospel narrative from Luke 2 poses a question which is posed again later in the
Parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10.

Will we be Good Samaritans?

Or will we be indifferent bystanders?

As the Holy Father reminds us, we make that choice every day.

May our prayer, silent contemplation and creative family catechesis of the Nativity scene help us
to be instruments of a Nativity Mystery. May the Good Samaritan Gospel revolution of humility,
charity, mercy, tenderness and peace unite us in solidarity with the sick, the poor and the suffering,

especially in the Middle East, Ukraine and all war-ravaged areas of the world.

May our commitment to “holiness and mission” bless our contemplative Synodal listening and our
Eucharistic Revival and Evangelization.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you and your families:!

May the Light and Love of the Christ Child animate and guide our global Catholic Missionary
Spirit on the Christmas night and throughout the New Year.

Sincerely in Christ,
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Holiday Hours

The pastorial center will close at 1:00 pm on Friday December 22nd. We
will reopen on Tuesday, December 26th at 9:00am.

We will close at 1:00pm on Friday, December 29th and will reopen at 9:00am
on Tuesday, January 2nd.

Merry Christmas to all from the staff of Saint
Margaret of Scotland.

Faith Formation

2024 —Twenty Minutes with the Pastor/Director

January March May

1/7 -Level 3,4&5 3/10-Level 1&2 5/ 5—Level 1&2
1/14-Level 6&7 3-17-Level 6&7 5/12-Level 6&7
1/21-Level 1&2 5/19 Level 3,4,&5
1/28Level 6&7

February April

2/ 4-Level 3,4&5 4/ 7-Level 2,3,&4

2/11-Level 1&2 4/14-Level 1&2

2//25-Level 6&7 4/21-Level 6&7

Parish Social Ministry

| Food Pantry Needs

Pantry PLEASE bring all donations to the front door of the Parish Center during office hours or
S A Needs bring to the box in the rear of the Church.
g!t_}}- "7 We are in need of Bar Soap , Peanut Butter, Cereal, Shampoo, Toilet Paper and Jelly

A very special THANK YOU to all!




