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- Time, Talent & Treasure

Stewardship Thought for the Week

Living Stewardship ~ Pillar of Hospitality: This Christmas,
be at service to those in need. Invite a lonely friend or
family member over for Christmas dinner. Perhaps, also,
after Christmas dinner you can assist family and friends

in cleaning up. /

’ 7’ ’ /s s’
Sacrificial Giving
Thank you to all who so generously give to the support of our parish.
You are returning to God what God has so generously given to you.
December 23/24
Stewardship Envelope
Collected at Mass $7,080......cceeenn. 173
Mailed Envelopes $7,710.. ..o 56
Total Collection $14,790 229
Reading for Next Sunday | 12 34 5]
The €piphany of the lord 6 7 8 9101112
1314 15 16 17 18 19
First Readi Is 60:1-6 20 26
irst Reading........................ s 60:1- 57 33
Second Reading.................Eph 3:2-3,5-6 |3 40
Gospel.......ooovviiiiiiiiien Mt 2:1-12
Parish Office

Monday Through Thursday ~ 9:00 “" — 5:00°" Friday 9"-1""

(631)732-3131
81 COLLEGE ROAD + SELDEN + NY 11784-2813

PARISH MEMBERSHIP: We welcome all new parishioners! We ask
them to register at the Parish Center and encourage the use of weekly
envelopes. If you are moving, please notify the office.

MARRIAGES: Couples should make arrangements in person at least
one year in advance for required interview. At least one of the parties
must live within the parish boundaries or be a registered member of the
parish. Please call the Parish Center for an appointment. No dates will be
set over the telephone.

BAPTISMS: Ideally, prospective parents should call the Parish Center
before the expected birth to discuss the arrangements for your baptism.
The ceremony is held the 1 and 3™ Sunday of the month.

FAITH FORMATION OFFICE ~ Parish Center:

Monday - Thursday: 9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.; Call for appointment - x131.
PARISH OUTREACH MINISTRY ~ Parish Center:

Tues., Thurs. ~ 10 am —1 pm. Or call for appointment - x119.

Masses for the Week

Monday January 1%
Michael LoGrande

Tuesday —January 2"
Lorraine Moye

Wednesday - January 3™
Robert Hartlett

Thursday - January 4™
Amos Reilly

Friday - January 5
Robert Ceckowski

Saturday - January 6™

5P

All St. Margaret’s Parishioners

Sunday January 7™
83.“’]

Geraldine Croteau
10 am
Lorraine Persson
12
Special Intentions of Marjowski Family

For all our parishioners suffering ”’«”‘w
from chronic illness, as well as %

Jim Rojas, Patricia Fiscina, Marilyn Vacchio,
Joseph Dulovic, Joseph Laria, Terry Persina,
Lauren Esposito, Sebastian Williams, Estelle
Beauchamp, Alyssa Baisch, Jillian Brown, Virginia
Butler, Robert J. Heege, Eric Cohen, Kathleen
Weiss, Lorraine Vogel, Steven Vacchio, Laura
Durant, Joseph De Aguiar, Sal Restivo, Robert
Valletta, Joseph Kiely, Sharon & Ray Klyn, Warne
Family, Michael C. Liotta, Anne Logan, Christine
Mc Cusker, Dominic Percoco, Laura Positano, De
Santis Family, Patricia Wowk, Natasha Roucoulet,
John Roucoulet, John Reynolds, Scott Spencer,
Marie & Tony Caruana, Veronica Sheridan Cox,
Wendiann & Nicholas Alfieri, James & Catherine
Reynolds, Jennifer, Elizabeth Robitaille, Melanie
Seibel, Christina Muller, Dina Rajotte, Ethel Naso,
Valarie and Victor Aurigue, Diana Lyons, James
DeVivo, Logan Baar, Fred Detweiler, Babies
Aubrey & Grayson, Linda Pennisi, Jennifer
Colon,Peter Rodrigues , Jessica Shaffer.

Family members, please resubmit names for those who are ill. We will list
them for 4 weeks, and then remove them unless told otherwise. Please note-
due to privacy issues, we can include names given by the individual or a
health care proxy only. Thank you.
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On this last day of 2023, I would like to offer two excerpts from documents for your consideration. The first pertains to the
Feast the Church celebrates today which is called the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. It is observed every year in the
liturgical calendar — depending on the day of the week when the Solemnity of the Lord’s Nativity is marked, and also depend-
ing on the Sunday we mark the Solemnity of the Lord’s Epiphany. The second is an excerpt pertaining to the first day of Janu-
ary, tomorrow, which is always the Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God. But before I offer these excerpts, let me make a few
comments which are pertinent at this time of year.

Tomorrow, January 1%, is not a Holy Day of Obligation this year since it falls on a Monday. We do however encourage all pa-
rishioners to attend Mass. There are two Masses in our schedule — the first is later today at 5:00 PM and that would be the Vigil
Mass. The second is on Monday morning at 10:00 AM. Please note well that there is no Mass at 8:00 AM and no Mass at 12
noon.

There will be a report in a few weeks in the weekly bulletin on the Christmas collection amount and related issues. But for
now, let us try to concentrate on reflections on the Holy Family and the Blessed Mother.

Today we recall that one year ago, His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI died in Rome. He was elected to the papacy in April of
2005 and served until his resignation as the Successor of Peter in February of 2013. We continue to pray for him and to him.
May we continue to benefit from his remarkable words embodying the wisdom of a truly Catholic vision and outlook.

The first excerpt is from a document called Familiaris Consortio. It is a post-synodal exhortation written by Pope Saint John
Paul II. The Synod in question is the one on the family held in 1980. The following is taken from the beginning of that docu-
ment, a text published in 1981.

[lluminated by the faith that gives her an understanding of all the truth concerning the great value of marriage and the family
and their deepest meaning, the Church once again feels the pressing need to proclaim the Gospel, that is, ‘good news,’ to al
people without exception, in particular to all those who are called to marriage and are preparing for it, to all married couples
and parents in the world.

The Church is deeply convinced that only by the acceptance of the Gospel are the hopes that man legitimately places in mar-
riage and in the family capable of being fulfilled.

Willed by God in the very act of creation, marriage and the family are interiorly ordained to fulfillment in Christ ad have
need of his graces in order to be healed from the wounds of sin and restored to their ‘beginning,’ that is, to full understanding
and the full realization of God’s plan.

At a moment in history in which the family is the object of numerous forces that seek to destroy it or in some way to deform
it, and aware that the well-being of society and her own good are intimately tied to the good of the family, the Church perceives
in a more urgent and compelling way her mission of proclaiming to all people the plan of God for marriage and the family, en-
suring their full vitality and human and Christian development, and thus contributing to the renewal of society and of the Peo-
ple of God. (3)

The second excerpt is taken from an encyclical of Pope Saint John II entitled Redemptoris Mater which was published in 1987.
I am using here below passages which come toward the end of the text.

The Marian dimension of the life of the disciple of Christ is expressed in a special way precisely through this filial entrust-
ing to the Mother of Christ, which began with the testament of the Redeemer on Golgotha. Entrusting himself to Mary in a fil-
ial manner, the Christian, like the Apostle John, welcomes the Mother of Christ ‘into his own home’ and brings her into every-
thing that makes up his inner life, that is to say, into his human and Christian ‘I’: he ‘took her to his own home.’ (45)

In the light of Mary, the Church sees in the face of women the reflection of a beauty which mirrors the loftiest sentiments of
which the human heart is capable: the self-offering totality of love; the strength that is capable of bearing the greatest sorrows;
limitless fidelity and tireless devotion to work; the ability to combine penetrating intuition with words of support and encour-
agement. (46)

In her new motherhood in the Spirit, Mary embraces each and every one in the Church, and embraces each and every one
through the Church. In this sense, Mary, Mother of the Church, is also the Church’s model. Indeed, as Pope Paul VI hopes and
asks, the Church must draw ‘from the Virgin Mother of God the most authentic form of perfect imitation of Christ.” (47)

Whether 2023 was a good year, a bad year, or somewhere in between, let us endeavor in 2024 to value deeply the natural fami-
ly where we can work out the holiness of life to which we are called, and let us continue to hold dear the Blessed Mother from
whom we received Our Savior and whose intercession is vital to an imitation to her Son.

Happy New Year!
Msgr. Batule
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March for Life 2024 :
what You Can Do Locally

Although Roe v. Wade has been overturned, the battle
to protect all human life continues, especially at the
state level. Even if you are mnot heading to
Washington, D.C. this year for the annual Mard for
Life, there are many ways you can help to build a
culture of life where it matters most—in our own
communities.
e« Organize or attend a Holy Hour, a group Rosary,
or a special Mass for Life
Be a public W itness (ecg. pray at an abortion facility, host a baby shower)
Visit your elected Representatives (cg. to urge support for

making the Hyde Amendment permanent, rescinding FDA approval of RU-486, and protecting
consciences of faithful citizens) T

Participate in “Marching 101” on January 18th @rre

life advocacy workshop with virtual and in-person registration)

Contact us for more ideas or to let us know what you’'re doing!

‘“ DIOCESE of ROCKVILLE CENTRE 5]6—678_5800 Ext 38]

. Office of Human Life, respectlife@drve.org

F amily and Bioethics www.drvclife.org/march-for-life

4
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Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament

For your personal adoration

and prayers.
FIRST THURSDAY
THURSDAY JANUARY 4TH

3:00 - 6:00 Pm in the Church

Adoration is the highest act of wor-
ship. By sitting quietly before His
presence in the Blessed Sacrament,
we offer to God what is most person-
al and pleasing — our time and our
hearts. This allows our gracious
God to draw us lovingly to Himself.
By joining our adoration to prayer
and praise, we celebrate that we are
the Body of Christ. Come experience
the beauty of this holy exchange
heart to heart.
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Some photos from our Annual Oplatek Celebration which took
place here at St. Margaret of Scotland on December 16th.

St. Margaret’s

Spousal Bereavement
Both individual and group bereavement counseling ser-
vices are available for those who are mourning the loss
of their husband or wife. All confidential sessions are
held on a weekly basis and participants need not be St.
Margaret’s parishioners.For more information please

contact

Barbara Gottfried at (631) 698-6053

Heart of the Island

Council Knights
of Columbus

The Knights of Columbus 1s a membership
organization founded by Fr. McGivney in
1882 on the principles of Charity, Unity &
Fraternity. The members of our local council
serve in many ministries of the Church. Pro-
spective members call Tom Piderit at 631-
682-8711.

New Parishioner?
Moving out of the parish?

Kindly fill out the form below—drop it in collection basket or
mail to Parish Center. It will help us keep our files
up-to-date and welcome newcomers

Name
Address

Town

Telephone

New Parishioner

Hands Needed!

Our Music Ministry is in need of
someone to assist in placing the
words on our screen during Mass. All that is required is

clicking the next screen with one button. Please see Dan,
our Music Minister, after Mass or call at 631-732-3131

x117.

Prayerfully Consider




. Take FIVC Invest time each week to
- ¥ WEEKLY expand your vocabulary and

deepen your faith.
’ Catholicism in a word Hel

31 December 2023

WORD OF THE WEEK

Vocation \vs-'ka-shen\

A summons or strong drive to a particular course of
action, career, or occupation; a divine call to
consecrated life or diocesan holy orders.

Pronunciation: https://tinyurl.com/Take5-vocation

CONTEXT

Many people mistake our work for our vocation. Our
vocation is the love of Jesus. —Mother Teresa

No vocation is born of itself or lives for itself. A
vocation flows from the heart of God and blossoms in
the good soil of faithful people. —Pope Francis

Everybody, no matter what vocation they're looking
at, should add music as an essential to their
curriculum. Music can be a very important part of your
soul and your growth as a human being. —Quincy
Jones

WHY IT MATTERS

Each of us, through our Baptism, is called by God to
follow the path of love. Our unique and particular
response is our vocation. The church generally refers
to four types of vocations: marriage, single life, holy
orders, and religious life. It is up to each of us to
discern the vocation that will give us the greatest
sense of fulfillment and joy and lead us to holiness.

From the Catechism of the Catholic Church: The
Beatitudes express the vocation of the faithful and
shed light on the actions and attitudes characteristic of
the Christian life (1717).

RELATED WORDS

Discipleship | Charism | Consecrated Life
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK

Vocation: does everyone have one?

Vocation is one of those words that tends to elicit a
host of questions. What does it mean that God “calls”
us? Does God plan our lives? Is free will a polite
fiction, when God has our destiny worked out in
advance? The short answers are: Our freedom is real,
human history has no blueprint, and God is prepared
to greet any choice we might make with a
constellation of grace and possibility. So feel—really
and seriously—free.

Yet we say God calls us. To what, if not to particular
things? God calls us to fullness of life. God wants you
to be everything you can be, to the height and breadth
and depth of your being. God wants you to be fully
alive, which means loving, giving, expressing, and
radiant—just as God is. So answer that call, and you
have stepped into your vocation for sure.

—Alice Camille
From Questions Catholics Ask:
tinyurl.com/QCA-vocation

REFLECTION OF THE WEEK

SOLEMNITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, THE MOTHER
OF GOD (JANUARY 1)

Bring Christ to bear

We begin the new year in the glow of the Christmas.
Our focus today, however, is not so much on the child
Jesus in the manger but on his mother, Mary. We
bring to mind and heart the woman who said yes: Yes
to being the Mother of God. Yes to becoming a vehicle
for God to become incarnate. It is fitting to honor Mary
and walk with her as we enter resolutely into the new
year.

READINGS: Numbers 6:22-27; Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:16-21
(18: https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/010124.cfm): “The
LORD let his face shine upon you, and be gracious to you!

FAITH IN ACTION

How does God call us, as he called Mary, to be
bearers of Christ? We can start with offering Christ
and all others the fullness of our love.

©2024 TrueQuest Communications. All rights reserved. Noncommercial reprints permitted with the following credit: Reprinted with permission
from TakeFiveForFaith.com. Scripture citations from the New American Bible Revised Edition. Sign up to receive free weekly email at
TakeFiveForFaith.com/subscribe. To receive Take Five Weekly in advance, subscribe to PreparetheWord.com.
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Holiday Hours

We will close at 1:00pm on Friday, December 29th and will reopen at 9:00am
on Tuesday, January 2nd.

Happy New Year to all from the staff of Saint
Margaret of Scotland.

Faith Formation

2024 —Twenty Minutes with the Pastor/Director

January March May

1/7 -Level 3,4&5 3/10-Level 1&2 5/ 5—Level 1&2
1/14-Level 6&7 3-17-Level 6&7 5/12-Level 6&7
1/21-Level 1&2 5/19 Level 3,4,&5

1/28Level 6&7

February April

2/ 4-Level 3,4&5 4/ 7-Level 2,3,&4
2/11-Level 1&2 4/14-Level 1&2
2//25-Level 6&7 4/21-Level 6&7

Parish Social Ministry

Food Pantry Needs

PLEASE bring all donations to the front door of the Parish Center during office hours or
bring to the box in the rear of the Church.

We are in need of Pasta, Pasta Sauce , Peanut Butter, Cereal,, Toilet Paper and Jelly
A very special THANK YOU to all!




